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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 9710 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN. PK 

SUB J : PRIME MINISTER S NEW ADVISOR IN ECONOMIC FIELD 
REF: ISLAMABAD 9703 

1. ECON COUNS. TOOK OCCASION OF CONVERSATION WITH 
FINANCE MINISTER MUBASHIR HASAN TO SOUND OUT MINISTER 
ON HIS REACTION TO APPOINTMENT OF MAHBUB UL HAQ AS 
ADVISOR TO PRIME MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. 
MINISTER ANSWERED IN SOMEWHAT GUARDED MANNER, CHOOSING 
WORDS CAREFULLY. HE CLAIMED TO WELCOME HAQ APPOINTMENT, 
GOING ON TO STATE "THERE HAS BEEN A GUALITATIVE CHANGE 

IN THE SITUATION." HE EXPLAINED THIS BY STATING THAT 
WHEN BHUTTO GOVERNMENT CAME TO POWER NEARLYHSO YEARS 
AGO. TOP LEADERS OF GOVERNMENT HAD VARYING IDEAS ABOUT 
POLICY FORMULATION, AND THE MANY EXPERTS IN THE BUREAU- 
CRACY OFTEN DIFFERED WITH THESE. NOW, HE SAID, GOVERNMENT 
LEADERS KNOW EXACTLY WHAT THEY WANT TO DO AND WHAT 
DIRECTION THEY INTEND PURSUE. BUT TO FOLLOW THIS 
DIRECTION AND PURSUE POLICY GOALS THE GOVERNMENT CER- 
TAINLY LACKS SUFFICIENT EXPERTISE.HAND ADDITIONAL 
HANDS ARE WELCOME. 

2. COMMENT: GIVEN THE MINISTER’S WELL KNOWN 
IDEOLOGICAL VIEWS FAVORING PUBLIC SECTOR, AND TAKING 
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LITERALLY HAQ'S PRIVATE STATEMENTS CALLING FOR A GOVERN- 
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MENT "TRUCE WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR" (REFTEL), IT WILL 
BE INTERESTING TO SEE IF THEIR APPROACHES CAN BE SUCCESS- 
FULLY HARMONIZED, OR IF RESULT TURNS OUT BE GOP PERSONNEL 
CHANGES ON ECONOMIC POLICY FRONT. SOBER 
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